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Do your children have “highly qualified” teachers?

Rules of the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB).

Question#1.  How can you tell if your children have excellent, highly qualified teachers?

· Children do better in school when they have excellent teachers.  All students can succeed if parents, teachers, administrators, and the local community work together.

· Good teachers:

· Are experts in the subjects they teach.

· Have high expectations for all children.

· Get students interested in learning.

· Use different teaching styles to reach children who learn in different ways.

· Use a wide variety of class work, homework, projects, and tests.

· Insist on positive student behavior.  Classrooms stay focused on academic instruction.

· Involve parents and the local community in the classroom.

· Need strong training, supervision, and support.

Question#2. How does NCLB define a “highly qualified” teacher? What are the legal rules?

· Every school must keep a file with information about the qualifications of its teachers.
· Teachers in public schools must be “highly qualified”.
1. All teachers hired after September 2002 must be “highly qualified” at the time they are hired.
2. All other teachers teaching the following subjects must become “highly qualified” no later than June 2006 – arts, English, foreign languages, math, reading, science, and social studies.
· Highly qualified teachers must have all of the following:

1. A state license and certification for their grade level and subject area.  Highly qualified teachers must have either a regular license or an “alternative preparation” license.  Teachers are not highly qualified if they have emergency, temporary, or provisional licenses.

2. A college bachelor’s degree.  Many teachers also have advanced graduate degrees in a specialty area.

3. A passing score on a state certification examination.  Middle and high school teachers (including special education) must have either a passing score in each of the academic subjects in which they teach or a graduate degree or undergraduate academic major in these subjects.  Pennsylvania has also created the “Bridge Certificate Program” allowing some experienced teachers (middle school, alternative school, special education, English as a second language) to be deemed highly qualified in multiple subjects without passing a test or having a college major in these subjects.

See the other side for more information.
Question#3.  Do some teachers not meet the NCLB rules for being highly qualified?

Yes.  There are several reasons for this problem:

1. Some experienced teachers were qualified under the old rules.  Some teachers were not required to have a college diploma or pass a certification examination in each subject area.  These teachers must satisfy the new rules by June 2006.

2. Schools sometimes continue to hire new teachers who are not highly qualified.  When schools cannot hire regularly certified teachers, they must hire teachers who are certified under emergency, temporary, or provisional procedures.  These practices were supposed to stop by September 2002.

3. Schools sometimes place teachers into classrooms where they do not have all of the necessary skills.  This is called placing teachers “out of their field.”  For example, a math teacher may be assigned to a social studies class.  Inexperienced teachers may be placed in classrooms with the most challenging students.

4. Some schools use long-term substitutes when a permanent teacher cannot be hired.
5. These problems become greater when a school has a high turnover rate for teachers.
Question#4.  What are the rules for paraprofessionals (parapros)?

· Every school must keep a file with information about the qualifications of its parapros.
· Parapros in public schools must be “highly qualified”.
1. All parapros hired after January 2002 must be “highly qualified” at the time they are hired.
2. All other parapros must become “highly qualified” no later than January 2006.
· Highly qualified parapros must have a high school diploma (or its equivalent), plus one of the following (with some exceptions):

1. Completed at least 2 years of study at an institution of higher education.

2. Obtained an associate’s (or higher) degree.

3. Received a passing score on a local or state parapro examination covering instruction issues in reading, writing, and mathematics.

· School principals must create a written document each year declaring whether their school is in compliance with the NCLB rules for parapros.  Each school must keep a copy of this document and make it available for inspection upon request by any member of the public.

GET INVOLVED TODAY.  YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!


How can you get more information?


Read the ELC fact sheet, “What can you do to improve the quality of your children’s teachers?”


See other ELC fact sheets about NCLB and many other education issues.  Visit our website or call our offices.  Contact information is on the front of this page.


Go to school and read the documents in your child’s permanent file.  Ask the school to make copies for you.


Talk with other parents in your neighborhood.


Talk with teachers, administrators, and school board members.


Call ELC for help with individual school problems for your children.


Ask ELC to come speak with your community group or church.








Education Law Center/Penna. School Reform Network – ELC/PSRN

Offices in Philadelphia and Pittsburgh

215-238-6970         www.elc-pa.org         412-391-5225

ELC/PSRN works with many parents and groups.  Please call us for assistance with individual school problems or more general problems with the education system.  We look forward to speaking with your group.  If your child’s rights are violated under any law, ask for legal assistance.  ELC operates a HelpLine at the numbers above.  The ELC website (www.elc-pa.org) contains fact sheets and information about other organizations and sources of help.


