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ANNOUNCEMENT: OCDEL-15 #01
Effective Date: 
SUBJECT:  
Reduction of Expulsion and Suspension in Early Childhood Programs in Pennsylvania
FROM: 
Michelle Figlar, Deputy Secretary

Office of Child Development and Early Learning 
PURPOSE:

The U.S. Departments of Health and Human Services (HHS) and Education (ED) released a policy statement recommending that states develop policies and practices to significantly limit the practice of expulsion and suspension of young children due to challenging behaviors, in all early childhood programs (2014). 
Expulsion and suspension have significant negative effects on the development and learning of young children. The purpose of this announcement is:
· To promulgate the HHS and ED policy statement, 

· Provide guidance to OCDEL programs regarding appropriate behavior support practices and the reduction of expulsion and suspension of young children
· Identify resources available to local programs

· Specify next steps to be taken at the local and state level.

BACKGROUND:

HHS and ED provide funding to a wide variety of Pennsylvania early childhood programs including Child Care Works; Early Head Start; early intervention (EI); and Keystone STARS.  As a recipient of these federal funds, the Office of Child Development and Early Learning, (OCDEL) is acting on the recommendations to develop and disseminate a program policy statement to the local early childhood programs who are also recipients of these funds through OCDEL.  This OCDEL announcement also applies to programs receiving state funding including Head Start Supplemental Assistance Program and Pennsylvania Pre-K Counts. 
Recent data indicate that expulsions and suspensions occur at high rates in preschool settings and are associated with negative educational and life outcomes.  In addition, racial and gender disparities exist in these practices (U.S. Department of Education, 2014).
For the purposes of this announcement, suspension is defined as removal of a child from participation in an early childhood program for 1-10 consecutive programming days in response to a behavioral incident(s). Expulsion is removal from an early childhood program in response to a behavioral incident(s) for a period that exceeds 10 program days (PA Code, Chapter 12-Student and Student Services), or terminating a child from services.
DISCUSSION:
In January 2014, ED developed recommendations and guidance for improving school climate and discipline.  This information is found in Guiding Principles: A Resource Guide for Improving School Climate and Discipline and includes the following goals:
· Create a positive climate and focus on prevention 
· Develop clear, appropriate, and consistent expectations and consequences to address disruptive behaviors

· Ensure fairness, equity, and continuous improvement
The early childhood education community in Pennsylvania has a long-standing commitment to positive behavior supports and practices. To foster commitment to a positive climate, early childhood educators may utilize the following resources to address the behavioral and social needs of the children:

· Collaboration among early childhood and other social service programs serving families with young children including early intervention, behavioral health and other services

· Pennsylvania Learning Standards for Early Childhood
· Professional Development and Technical Assistance available through Early Intervention Technical Assistance (EITA) and the PA Key
NEXT STEPS:

Local programs are instructed to take the following steps in order to promote the implementation of appropriate and positive behavior support practices and to reduce the incidence of behavioral suspension and expulsion:

· Develop and implement a written program policy on positive behavior strategies, resources, and supports for young children.

· Establish written procedures to reduce the incidence of suspension or expulsion due to challenging behaviors, including:

· To prevent or resolve behavioral issues before such actions are required
· To communicate challenges and successes to the child’s family

· To provide resources for children facing behavioral and social challenges 
· Provide families with the written behavior policies described above before enrollment and on an annual basis thereafter.
· Implement training activities and supports based on the current needs of the early childhood staff and the children they serve
· Ensure that all families and program staff are aware of resources available for families, including:
· Referral to early intervention, behavioral health and other community based services,

· Family-oriented resources regarding child development, behavior, social development and other topics

· Professional development, technical assistance and informational materials for staff.

OCDEL Bureaus of Certification, Early Intervention, Early Learning, and Subsidized Child Care Services will provide program-specific guidance on the development and implementation of written policies. 

Detailed information about the resources described above is available through the Early Intervention Technical Assistance Program at www.eita-pa.org and the PA Key at www.pakeys.org. Families and early childhood professionals may refer to EI and other services for young children by contacting CONNECT at 1-800-692-7288.
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