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Schools Aim to Improve
Educatmn for Asians

By Michael Days
Deaily News Staff Writer

Lan ZThuang koows well the prob-
lems of Asian students in Philadel-
-phia public schools, The stereotype
of the Asian superachiever is far
Trom ceality for most of these chil-
dren, who are relugees from their
pative lands,

* “The children come [rom poor
families who often are illiterate,”™
Said Zhuang, whe runs a tutoring
program in Logan. “The parents
don't know English, so they cant
.heip their children. Unfortunately,
-{here's just not enough support.”

. Now, as a result of class-action law-

suit {iled against the School District

.almost three years ago, Asian chil-
dren struggling with a new language
.and a new cultura likely wiil receive
.additional help in schml asg early as
Sepiember.
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2“Under a proposal anvmved. last

n:ght by the Board of Education, the -

"district would hire at least 21 coun-
seling assistants who speak ‘Asian
languages and piace them in'schools
that have at least 100 Asian students.

While each assistant-wouldn' be

expected to be fluent in all of the
languages used by Southeast. Asian
refugees, school officials “beljeve

they can cluster assistants m “eaver .

each area of the School Distict,

< In addition, the district wouldbe-

gm a new pilat program in- “three

alleging that the Schoei District had
failed ta take sufficient steps to ad-
dress problems Asian students face
because of their lack of knowledze of
English.

[n February, the district said it
would aot contest the allegations
and agreed to develep a plan to ad-
dress the language barrier.

Rita C. Altman, an assoctale super-
intendent in charge of the pian, ac-
knowledged yesterday that one key
component in any successiul pro-
gram is recruiting teachers to the
district who are bilingual in Asian
langnages, a venture that dismricis
throughout the country are ﬁndmv :
difficuir.

To hetp boost the number of teach- -
ers {luent in Asian languages, the’
district atready has asked the state 10
grant emergency teaching certifi-
cates to Asian teachers who are. flu-
ent in English. . i

Altman said p&uple wha once’;‘.
taught in Laos or Cambodia have
destroyed all records of their teachs-
ing credentials, making it difficuit
for the district 1o check an mdmd—
ual's teaching background. -

.Currently, there are 22 Asian

* teachers and one Asian principal in

the district. While there are about.

- 6,751 Asiap students in-the public

schogls — gbout 35 percent of the
200,000 public school sStudents —
most are concenirafed'in abour 25

. schogls in West Philadelphia. South

schools — Southwark Eleméntary,
Jay Cooke "Middle Schoeol -and”Fur- "~

aess High School. At Cooke and Fur-
ness, Asian students who do gotTead
and write either ‘English-or.their

‘native tongue woald be taught most
aof their core classes, such as. mat.he ;

matics and science,. together.”

.And at Southwark Elememary
Asian children with similar deficien-
cies could spend more than:two

- hours each in a class deﬂgned‘ o

“teach speaking, readmg and umnnc
tn Enslisn.

-~ Once the pilot pian has been Il‘ne
tuned it would be plated inm-ail
=schoois with a ssgmrlc:mt Asian pup—
pulntton.

.. U.5. Distrier Court would hme 1o :
nppmve the proposal. In the mean-
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‘time. the Schoeol Disirict” plans tu-_3
transiate and circulate the proposal @

in the Southeast Asian community..

The Educanon Law Center {nc. 3
_nop:nrafit Phdadelphia Haw rm.
filod o _pir on Lula g0 Peders! count

'Philadelphin, Logan and Olney.





